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	What is this document about?
Who does it apply to?
	The purpose of this Generic site-specific risk assessment is to identify the risks and controls of people working at specific monitoring points.
[bookmark: _GoBack]WCO employees, Citizen Scientists, and any site visitors.


Assessor		Kelvin AllenWCO CIC Generic Site Specific 
Risk Assessment

Date			July 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk169969071]Next Review		On Risk Change

	
Remember to complete a Separate Dynamic Risk Assessment and COSHH assessment for every task undertaken.



[bookmark: _Hlk119562049]Risk Assessment
Likelihood Score (L): 1 – Very Unlikely, 2 – Unlikely, 3- Fairly Likely, 4 – Likely, 5 – Very Likely
Severity Score (S): 1 – No Injury, or Insignificant, 2 – Minor Injury needing, 1st aid, 3 – Medical Attention Needed, 4 – Major Injury Ambulance Needed 5 – Catastrophic Injury or Death
Risk Rating (R) 1-8 Low (acceptable) 9-15 Medium Risk (consider alternatives) 16-25 High (avoid, re-assess or find alternative)
	
	Hazard and Harmful Effect
	Likelihood
Information
	Severity (S)
	Likelihood (L)
	Risk level (RL)
	Control Measures and
Method Statements
	Severity (S)
	Likelihood (L)
	Risk level (RL)

	[bookmark: _Hlk170040692]
Invertebrate Sampling








	In water Activities 
Site Specific Assessment Requirements
 Immersion / drowning Sudden Immersion / shock
Foot entrapment in rocks/mud/weed
Ability to access
	Unknown hydrological features like Depth, flow, uneven river bed and bank steepness
	5
	5
	25
	A Formal Site Specific Assessment is  Required to assess both Hazards and Risks before any specific tasking.
Once completed and Hazards are Defined and understood the appropriate site assessment control measures must be applied as listed below.
If the location is assessed as unsafe (R) > 15 then it should be excluded and recorded as such and an alternative site sort, or the Hazard removed and reassessed.
	5
	3
	15


	
Invertebrate Sampling











Invertebrate Sampling
	Kick Sampling in Water  Depths > 1m: . Immersion / drowning Sudden Immersion / shock
Foot entrapment in rocks/mud/weed
	Depth, flow, uneven river bed
Silt and mud/marshy ground /weed growth
Unexpected depths and sudden increases in flow upstream.
	5
	3
	15
	No sampling alone (assistant/buddy doesn’t have to be Riverflies trained but preferred).
Always wear a lifejacket when in or entering the water
Always wear waders when in the water
Always have a throw line available
Check the water depth and bed stability with a
staff or pole.
Beware of dynamic water depth and that water levels can rise quickly. Check forecast prior to field work. 
Never enter a river In flood
	4
	2
	8


	
	Kick Sampling in Water  Depths < 1m: . Immersion / drowning Sudden Immersion / shock
Foot entrapment in rocks/mud/weed
	Depth, flow, uneven river bed
Silt and mud/marshy ground /weed growth
Unexpected depths and sudden increases in flow upstream.
	4
	3
	12
	No sampling alone (assistant/buddy doesn’t have to be Riverflies trained but preferred).
Always wear a lifejacket when in or entering the water
Always wear waders when in the water
Check the water depth and bed stability with a
staff or pole.
Beware of dynamic water depth and that water levels can rise quickly. Check forecast prior to field work. 
Never enter a river In flood
	3
	2
	6

	
	Steep and Uneven Bank  surface: trips, slips, falls, minor injuries.
	Risk will be affected by weather and surface conditions and awareness of hazard 
Physical ability and fitness 
	4
	3
	12
	If slippery, do not proceed. If vegetation obscures ability safely enter the water.
Location to be Surveyed and assessed prior to commencement of Kick Sample.
 Volunteers do not attempt to clear it but inform co-Ordinator
Wearing of PPE mandatory waders & life vest.
Understand your general fitness and abilities, if unsure don’t do it.
	3
	3
	6

	Water Sampling













	Sampling from the roadside or bridge: fall from height, loss of equipment.
	Falling off the bridge or losing equipment from the bridge
	2
	3
	6
	Always wear your Hi Vis vest. Do not lean over the side and keep two feet on the ground.
Check for traffic before taking the sample.
Never enter the water to retrieve lost equipment.
	2
	2
	4


	
	Uneven ground surface: trips, slips, falls, minor injuries.
	Risk will be affected by weather and surface conditions.
	2
	3
	6
	Sturdy footwear (walking/wellington boots to be worn). If slippery, do not proceed. If vegetation obscures ability to take samples, 
Volunteers do not attempt to clear it but inform project officers.
	2
	1
	2

	
	Water: becoming stuck, hyperthermia, drowning, death.
	Risk will be affected by weather and surface conditions.
	4
	2
	8
	Sampling to be conducted from public access bridge unless site specific guidance suggests bankside sampling. Work away from bank edge. Only sample bankside in dry conditions. 
	4
	1
	4

	Environmental Conditions
	Road traffic: being hit by a car, serious injury, death.
	Road traffic: being hit by a car, serious injury, death.
	4
	2
	8
	Wear HI Vis always. Minimise need to walk alongside road.  Park in suggested site location. 
Ensure you can see road in both directions from sample location, check for traffic before taking sample. Consider timing this for outside of peak times and when visibility is poor.
	4
	1
	4

	
	Sewage: range of infections including hepatitis A.
	More likely near sewage outfalls.
	3
	2
	6
	Cover all cuts before beginning work. Wash hands prior to touching face and before eating. If you develop symptoms, see GP and mention that you work in and around water.
	3
	1
	3

	
	Cold Weather: hypothermia.

Hot Weather: heatstroke, fatigue, dehydration, and sun burn.
	Dependent on time of year task takes place.
	4
	2
	8
	Monitor weather forecast. In cold weather, bring layers and hot drinks. If becoming overly cold/warm, stop and seek shelter.
In hot weather take regular breaks for water and shade. Consider adjusting visit time to avoid hottest part of the day. Carry water.
	4
	1
	4

	

Sample Processing
	Exposure to Disease & Infection both collecting and undertaken detailed analysis

	Risk of cuts and  ingesting of unknown chemicals and disease
	3
	3
	9

	Awareness of location risk from sewage outfalls.
Provision of sewage maps.
Always wear gloves.
Wash hands after the survey
	3
	1
	3

	
	Sample analysis at roadside or bank: breathing problems, injury.
	Risk of not being seen by on-coming traffic
Overcome by vehicle fumes
	2
	3
	6
	Always wear your Hi Vis vest. Park off the road to avoid obstructing traffic and turn off your vehicle.  Carry out analysis at a place where you can see the road in both directions.
Switch off vehicle once parked with handbrake on.
	2
	2
	4

	[bookmark: _Hlk169953321]
See Separate Dynamic Risk Assessments and COSHH assessments for any chemical being used.
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